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FROM THE BOARD
Chair, Dr Bruce Hegge GAICD

Well it certainly has been an extraordinary year for us all.  If 
nothing else this year has demonstrated the fundamental 
significance of connection and community.

It has been an exciting year for Perth NRM and we are 
happy to present to you our 2019/20 Annual Report with 
both pleasure and pride.

BOARD BUSINESS

Firstly we would like to thank Steve Vanstan for returning 
to the Board for a period as a Acting Director while we 
conducted our Board recruitment process.  Through this 
process I am very pleased that we were able to attract 
two outstanding candidates who have been in the role of 
Acting Director since March: Glenice Batchelor and Robert 
Stribling.  

Glenice brings to the Board a wealth of experience in 
landcare and natural resource management.  Robert has a background in corporate law with significant 
experience in stakeholder collaboration and corporate governance.  Through this year we have consulted 
widely with Elders and our community of practice as we continue to seek the appointment of a Noongar 
person to our Board.

The Board was very pleased to be joined this year by Charlotte Jones who we invited to attend our Board 
meetings as a non-voting Board Observer.  Charlie is a young professional with a passion for natural 
resource management, working in educational outreach.  This enabled us to increase our Board diversity 
and support professional development of our younger community.  Charlie has recently stepped down 
from this position and we wish her all the best as she takes up a full-time position with our colleagues at 
Peel Harvey Catchment Council.

STRATEGIC DIRECTION

The Board is grateful for the warm reception of our Vision for Perth 2050, launched at
last year’s AGM. Considerable time has been spent this year developing our Strategy (2021-2025) to 
ensure we deliver on our Vision for Perth through partnering to protect, preserve and enhance our natural 
assets. Our immediate focus will include improving the quantity and quality of our partnerships, and 
safeguarding our capability and capacity to continue to deliver exemplary programs and services.

COVID-19

We have been very fortunate in Western Australia to have avoided the worst impacts of the global 
pandemic this year. Perth NRM moved quickly to develop alternative forms of program delivery as we 
were cancelling many of our planned face-to-face events. To oversee our response the Board established 
a COVID Standing Committee and we were pleased to note that our existing systems and processes only 
needed minor adjustments to meet the challenges of a distributed and socially-distanced workforce.
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We thank the Perth NRM staff for their resilience throughout the year.  Our CEO is also to be congratulated 
for navigating these challenges and ensuring we continued our service delivery while sustaining the 
connections within our staff team and with our stakeholders.

OUR SECTOR - NRM REGIONS AUSTRALIA

In November 2019 I attended the Knowledge Conference and Chair’s Forum of NRM Regions Australia 
(NRMRA).  It was inspiring to see the enthusiasm and dedication of our colleagues across Australia’s 56 
NRM regional organisations.  

Perth NRM’s focus on engaging social capital to grow natural capital is mirrored in the efforts of many 
NRM organisations throughout the country. It is always great to see this mosaic of organisations working 
individually, and together, towards this shared goal.

NRM Regions Australia is also an important national voice to lobby the federal government, and this year 
joined with others to advocate for a post-COVID conservation and land management economic stimulus, 
meeting with a number of politicians to promote this initiative.

In June NRMRA was incorporated as a not-for-profit private company and we believe this structure will 
provide a stronger advocacy vehicle to representation for the sector going forward.  We look forward to 
supporting NRMRA as we demonstrate that environmental, landcare and coastal conservation can play a 
meaningful and important role in our national economy.

OUR SECTOR - NRM Western Australia

NRMWA continues to provide a forum for the seven WA NRM regions to share information and 
collaborate. Our CEOs meet monthly to discuss challenges and opportunities for our sector, with Chairs 
meeting less frequently, although able to convene quickly when necessary.  NRMWA provides a common 
voice to the state government and enables us to coordinate around budget/election requests and 
meetings with Ministers.

THANK YOU

I would like to thank the staff and CEO for maintaining the commitment and resilience that make the day to 
day operations of our organisation possible.

I also thank my fellow Board Directors for their time, service and support. 

Lastly, I thank our members, our many funders, partners and volunteers that continue to support us as we 
work towards an environment in which we all can live in resilient natural ecosystems with sustainable food 
production.

Bruce Hegge 
October 2020
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Paul Bodlovich, MBA 
Chief Executive Officer, Perth NRM

The 2019/20 financial year was bookended by two 
significant and very different opportunities arising for Perth 
NRM.  We started the year with the awarding of funding for 
the third stage of the Swan Canning River Recovery (SCRR3) 
project, and finished with the advice that our bid to host 
the 2021 State NRM and Coastal conference had been 
successful.  

In between was a very eventful year!

A key focus for Perth NRM was the ongoing building of our 
connection with the Noongar Community.  We continued 
to present Six Seasons walks, and produced a set of related 

FROM THE CEO

online video resources to enable the presence to continue.  

We partnered with UWA and CAUL to help facilitate their project, Noongar Knowledge in the Djarlgarro 
Beeliar catchment.  Vanessa Corunna was appointed to the SCRR3 Community Committee, and Oral 
McGuire to the RegenWA Steering Committee.  We also continued to engage in the Danjoo Koorliny 
“Walking Together” process being led by Noel Nannup, Colleen Hayward, Richard Walley and Carol 
Innes and managed through UWA’s Centre for Social Impact.  

Our programs continued to build their positive impact through the course of the year – these are covered 
in detail throughout this annual report.  

The Regen WA project gained significant presence, with the interest in regenerative agriculture 
highlighted by the success of the inaugural Regenerative Agriculture Conference held at Optus Stadium 
in September 2019.  That conference also offered a launchpad for our National Landcare Program (NLP)-
funded Food Security Plan for WA.  

Our Coastal + Marine program continues its dual roles of iconic community program and critical 
environment program, and through the year was enhanced by the development of the Feilman 
Foundation funded Adopt A Beach program.  

We also established a fabulous new initiative, the CSBP Coastal Connections Challenge, which engages 
school kids in coastal science and protection.  Unfortunately the conference associated with this was the 
first victim of COVID-19 for Perth NRM, however we’re pleased to be back partnering with CSBP on next 
year’s event.

Another major project that we undertook through the course of the year was the creation of a new 
website, which went live in April.  Developed by Clever Starfish, the site offers a range of functionality that 
is focussed on ensuring that we can effectively share the stories of Perth NRM as well as our stakeholders.

Clever Starfish also commenced the development of the new ReWild Perth web resource during the year, 
which is a project that I am really excited about.
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Alongside the website, we have invested in capabilities in professionally delivering online events and 
developing video content.  

We have also invested in implementing new CRM and project management systems, and have been 
overhauling our financial processes and management accounts reporting.

The year saw us become more active in our political engagement.  With over 90 members of state and 
federal parliament directly relevant to us either geographically (in the Perth region) or by portfolio, it is 
important that we communicate with them regularly.  Perth NRM believes that actively advocating for our 
sector is a core role of our organisation.

On a more general note we were very active in our stakeholder engagement, both with existing and 
valued stakeholders but also in broadening our networks.  One important example here has been my 
regular attendance since November at meetings of the sub-regional chairs and co-ordinators which are 
facilitated by the Rivers and Estuaries Division of DBCA.  Re-establishing this connection after a number of 
years is helping to ensure that we’re all working together as best we can.

During the year we welcomed a number of new staff to Perth NRM - Hannah Lill (Financial Controller); 
Karyn Lovatsis (Events Co-ordinator); Tamagen Kempton (Food Security Plan Officer); Shenaye 
Hummerston (SCRR3 Co-ordinator) and Dan Friesen (acting SCRR3 Co-ordinator).  

On the other side of that coin we were sad to see Sharon Munroe and Kath Broderick leave our ranks.  
Perth NRM also hosted a growing number of interns throughout the year. 

In finishing I’d like to thank the whole team here at Perth NRM for the dedication with which they apply 
their expertise and experience.  2019/20 was a year that kept throwing up new surprises and challenges, 
and the Board and staff of Perth NRM kept rising to those challenges.  With a load of new opportunities 
ahead of us, I look forward to reporting back in another twelve months.

Paul Bodlovich
November 2020

7

Perth NRM Christmas Lunch, 2019
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The community engagement program (CE) has adjusted its format in line with the changes to available 
funding and is developing a two year program, building on the grant requirements of the Swan 
Canning River Recovery project, Coastwest programs, Threatened Ecological Communities (TEC) and 
Threatened Species (TS), providing community capacity building activities for environmental groups, 
and to support increased engagement with the wider community.

The CE program has been augmented with the successful relaunch of the Adopt A Beach program, 
supported by the Feilman Foundation, and the CSBP Coastal Connections Challenge project. Both of 
these initiatives aim to educate youth about our coastal and marine environments, encouraging a life-
long appreciation for these important environments.

The CE team said goodbye to Sharon Munro, who took up a role as the WESROC Environmental Project 
Officer.  Sharon had a significant role at Perth NRM, working closely with Elders to support the ACH 
program and supporting many community engagement projects.  

We welcomed Karyn Lovatsis into a formal Event Coordinator role, and part of this role will be 
integrating more sustainability measures into our community events.

Community Engagement 
Prepared by Dr Ingrid Sieler 
Manager Community Engagement

Events
 
In February, COVID-19 had an immediate impact on the community engagement program.  Perth NRM’s 
investment in digital platforms and staff skills meant we could transition to online workshops and seminars.  

A series of online workshops covered grant writing, coastal and marine management and an overview 
of projects to improve the river and wetlands of the middle Canning River.  Perth NRM will continue to 
include online forums in our community engagement program in the future.

This new capacity has also strengthened our inter-organisational networks, as various stakeholders have 
engaged with Perth NRM for online delivery.

We continued to develop relationships and partnerships with a range of community groups, organisations 
and initiatives including NatureLink Perth and Catchment Officer Support Network.

October 2020
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Aboriginal Engagement

The organisation has continued to build on its Aboriginal engagement and is looking for ways to support a 
diverse range of programs and businesses that align with our work.  

This includes involvement with the National Environmental Science Programme (NESP) Clean Air and 
Urban Landscapes (CAUL) Hub project at UWA, Noongar Knowledge in the Djarlgarro Beeliar catchment 
– Implications for land use and water planning.

The Noongar Six Season Walks – facilitating Country and Culture Connections project, funded 
through the Western Australian Government’s State NRM Office Community Stewardship Grants (Small), 
was successfully completed with activities for djilba, kambarang and birak.  

Volunteers heard from Elders about the season before engaging in activities (combating stream erosion, 
cultivating wetland plants and marine debris clean-up)  to care for country.

Perth NRM also hosted the Connecting through Country and Culture forum with the City of Melville, 
bringing together local governments and community leaders to highlight the positive implementation 
of youth and Aboriginal engagement in land management and the development of public spaces.

Adopt A Beach

43 Incursions
In-School events

21 Excursions
At-Beach events

2,387
Students Engaged

The Adopt A Beach program started life as an adjunct to the Coastal + Marine (South) program, 
enthusiastically run by Craig ‘Coastcare’ Wilson for Perth NRM. After a hiatus, Perth NRM worked with the 
Feilman Foundation to relaunch the program as a Community Engagement stream.

The new format links coastal conservation to WA’s educational curriculum, particularly with science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) and humanities, arts and social sciences (HASS). The 
program has been developed and coordinated by Wayne Walters, an educator with previous experience 
at the Perth Zoo and the WA Museum.

Like all public-facing programs, activities throughout 2020 were disrupted by social distancing 
restrictions. However, the potential and strength of this program was recognised during Perth’s brief 
lockdown period through a three-week collaboration with the ED! Learn liftout in the West Australian, 
with an estimated daily weekday readership of 441,000.

The Adopt A Beach program has become well-regarded in a very short period of time, creating 
meaningful engagement with youth, schools and the broader community.
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Partner Power
SALP Reporting in 2019/20

One of Perth NRM’s core 
functions is to deliver 
optimal outcomes through 
partnership, so simple 
measures of ‘money in’ - 
‘money out’ don’t tell the 
full story.

The outcomes reported in 
2019/20 (for the previous 
year’s funding) show the 
cumulative value of the 
program, including in-
kind support.

 SALP FUNDING
 $366k
 LOCAL GOV
 $86k 
 OTHER 
 (inc State Gov)
 $266.5k
 VOLUNTEER
  HOURS
 $328.9k 

TOTAL VALUE
$595,292.89

$1,010,975
Direct funding to Community 
through Swan Canning River Recovery, 
Regional Landcare Partnerships and  
Swan Alcoa Landcare Partnership.

EXPENDITURE

PROGRAMS
81%

$2.77M

ADMIN 
19%
$636,882

REVENUE
$3,514,074

OTHER 
9%

FEE FOR SERVICE
56%

$1.97M

GRANTS
35%

$1.24M

$3,412,731

#WeMakeChangeKey Indicators

2019/20 FINANCIAL YEAR

61,539
Seedlings Planted48% 

With the dramatic impact of COVID-19 restrictions, many 
annual or planned events in the year were cancelled. 

Perth NRM moved quickly to adopt virtual events and 
facilitate community events with or for other stakeholders in 
our region. 

As a result, event participation (on the day) was able to 
increase, national speakers were able to be engaged and 
the number of groups worked with increased significantly.

Many of these events are now also available as online video, 
acting as an ongoing resource that continues to attract new 
viewers.

2,155
YouTube Video Views
January to June (Year on Year)817% 

486
Groups Engaged53% 

400
Community Events
(workshops, field days)20% 

11,261
Event Attendees
(workshops, field days, online)18% 

5,697
Hectares of Threat Reduction 
(Pests, Debris, Disease, Weeds)1.5% 

2,693 
Volunteer Engagements
Coastal + Marine22% 

5,377 
Volunteer Hours
Coastal + Marine73% 

10 11
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The Sustainable Agriculture program has evolved throughout the year into three integrated projects 
that are well placed to bring about the structural reform that we need in our food systems: The WA 
Food Security Plan, RegenWA, and the development of a Natural Capital Accounting program.

October 2020

Sustainable Agriculture Program 
Prepared by Keith Pekin 
Manager Sustainable Food Systems

WA Food Security Plan
Funded by the Australian Government’s Regional Land Partnerships program.

At the September regenerative agriculture conference, we released the WA Food Security Plan – Situation 
report. This report completed stage one of the project and provided stakeholders with a baseline 
understanding of our current food security situation, and helped inform stage two of the WAFSP. Stage 
two (current) focuses on raising awareness, understanding, and seeking input into the development of a 
strategic plan that’s utilised by these and other key stakeholders to ensure we remain food secure. 

During the year we conducted 66 interviews, and delivered 20 presentations to stakeholders. In total, we 
engaged with 1,615 stakeholders. 

RegenWA
Funded by State NRM and Perth NRM.

Perth NRM initiated, and event managed Western Australia’s first Regenerative Agriculture Conference. 
This was a sold-out event (270 attendees) at the Optus Stadium and feedback from farmers and other 
industry stakeholders who attended was extremely positive.

Due to COVID-19, we changed how we delivered workshops and ran four workshops via Zoom with a 
total of 130 attendees. The PNRM Comm’s team recorded and refined these workshops and they are on 
the RegenWA website as online resources. We now have more than 2,100 views of these workshops. 

12
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Natural Capital Accounting 
Funded by Commonland and Perth NRM

This program aims to establish a Natural Capital Accounting (NCA) framework and data platform with 
farmers and industry stakeholders to measure and manage natural capital, and to support informed public 
and industry investment into good land-stewardship. 

This program was conceived after the Regenerative Agriculture Conference, and developed over early 
2020. The current focus is developing learning case-studies with five of Western Australia’s leading 
farmers, which will establish a baseline for onsite natural capital and provide a test case for agreed 
standards in NCA practices and reporting.

WA Stone Fruit, Value Chain Facilitator
Funded by the Agricultural Produce Commission and Perth NRM

The partnership with the WA Stone Fruit Industry has progressed to include market research and 
development. It also included facilitating a trip for eight West Australian growers to travel to Indonesia to 
meet retailers and wholesalers and learn firsthand more about what our key trading partners want.

Regional Agricultural Landcare Facilitator (RALF)
Funded by the Australian Government’s Regional Land Partnerships program.

This Federally funded role continues to deliver great outcomes for commercial producers and small 
landholders (hobby farms) in the our region.

The Smart Farms “Improving Water Efficiencies in a Drying Climate” project is just one of many projects 
that the RALF has been facilitating, and this particular project has helped vegetable producers, turf 
growers and orchardists in the Wanneroo, Carabooda and West Gingin area to utilise new technology to 
improve water use efficiencies.

The RALF has also been involved in the Black Soldier Fly Research to Practice initiative, which is shaping up 
with the potential to utilise and value add our on-farm and household vegetable waste into a range of high 
protein food sources for aquaculture and livestock. 

Perth NRM support this initiative as we believe it offers a practical circular economy approach to 
improving the sustainability our food systems. 



14

Swan Alcoa Landcare Partnership 
Partners: Alcoa Australia, the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions
 
The Swan Alcoa Landcare Program (SALP) is a joint initiative of Alcoa, the Department of Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) and Perth NRM, established to provide a simple process for 
community groups to access funding for on-ground environmental works.

In 2020, SALP awarded a total of $330,000 to 22 groups for 60 projects in the Perth Region.

Since its inception in 1998, SALP has provided more than $9 million in funding to community groups, who 
in turn have delivered more than 1400 restoration projects, ranging from weeding and planting to feral 
animal control and the creation of wildlife habitat.

The SALP program remains an excellent model for devolved funding, simplifying grant applications and 
management for community groups and providing financial and operational certainty that attracts further 
investment.

Because the SALP annual reporting period begins in February, outcomes from this program are reported 
separately from Perth NRM’s annual figures. 

The figures below were reported in March 2020, for the funding period beginning February 2019, with 
year-to-year change.

97,763 
Seedlings Planted6.3%

Environment Program 
Prepared by Luke McMillan 
Manager Environment Program

The Environment Program remains one of the most complex activities undertaken by 
Perth NRM, with a wide range of individual projects, funding bodies and delivery partners across a range 
of focus areas including: Threatened Species, Threatened Ecological Communities, the long-standing and 
topical Coastal + Marine Program, the Sediment Task Force, the Swan Canning River Recovery project 
and the flagship partnership that is the Swan Alcoa Landcare Partnership (SALP). 

Many programs and reporting periods have received extensions in response to COVID-19, which has had 
some impact on deliverables over the 2019/20 Financial Year, but the strength, resilience and adaptability 
of our network has been a privilege to witness.

November 2020

21
Groups Engaged4 10%

12,078.5 
Volunteer Hours

408.44 
Hectares Managed 
(Revegetation, Weeding)

84%



15

Swan Canning River Recovery 
This project is funded by the Australian Government.

With reporting extension granted as a result of COVID-19, Swan Canning River Recovery Stage Two is in 
its final months of implementation. Stage Three was approved in 2019/20 Q3 and a devolved community 
grants program was announced in Q4.

Stage Two Highlights

Hydrocotyle: SERCUL monitored and maintained 21ha for hydrocotyle infestation within the Middle 
Canning. For several reporting periods, there was no evidence of new seed set or germination. 
Unfortunately, a new infestation of 30m2 was later identified and eradicated at Wilson Lagoon. This 
demonstrates vigilance and proactive weed management is necessary to protect the ecological integrity 
of the river system.

Stage Two Grants: Four three-year projects received funding in 2017 to SERCUL, Friends of Gabbiljee 
(Bull Creek), Friends of Bardon Park, and Conservation Volunteers Australia. Over the life of SCRR2, they 
have collectively delivered:

• More than 50 hectares of weed control to remove Schinus terebinthifolius, Agave americana, Acacia 

longifolias, Isolepis prolifera, Rubus fruticosus, and Lantana camara.  

• 100,000+ seedlings planted in riparian zones within the Middle Canning river system.  

• 230kg+ of debris and litter from the Middle-Canning 

• More than 640 volunteers in river clean-up days, weed removal, and environmental restoration efforts. 

Education and Engagement: Perth NRM has developed a suite of educational and community 
engagement material for use at community expositions, presentations, and field days. 

Perth NRM engaged with over 5,000 students across 35 schools over the life of the SCRR2, in addition to 
regularly participating at community events including the Earth Day Expo hosted by CREEC.

Environment Program 

15
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Environment Program 
Sediment Task Force
An inter-agency task force of local government, industry representatives and land managers,

funded by the Western Australian Government’s Department for Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions.

Established in 2014 to examine the environmental impact of sedimentation resulting from building 
development and subdivision, the Sediment Task Force achieve an important milestone this year with the 
completion of its commissioned study, Quantifying sediment export from an urban development site: 
Heron Park. 

In cooperation with commercial developer Satterley Property Group, UWA researchers Carolyn Oldham, 
Fraser Eynon and Carlos Ocampo were able to use real-world data to discover how much sediment can 
escape from a site (managed by builders and developers) and enter the environment (generally managed 
by local governments at the expense of rate-payers).

Two years of monitoring revealed an average of 17 tonnes of sediment loss per hectare, per annum. 
The study also revealed no significant difference between sediment loss during the land-clearing/
development and the construction phases. This research has subsequently been published by the CRC 
for Water Sensitive Cities.

With this data, it is now possible to calculate the financial and environmental costs to communities 
as a result of poor sediment management practices. The Sediment Task Force will now work with its 
partners to effectively communicate these findings to stop sediment pollution at its source.

Threatened Ecological Communities 
Supported by Perth NRM, through funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program.

 
As part of the Regional Landcare Partnership, Perth NRM has established Project Partnerships with a total 
value of $1,657,218.60 (ex gst) with our delivery partners, Ellen Brockman Integrated Catchment Group 
(EBICG), South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare (SERCUL), and the Department for Biodiversity, 
Conservation and Attractions (Rivers and Estuaries Branch). 

The project has managed a range of threatening processes across fifteen sites representing eight different 
threatened ecological communities, including unregulated access, pest animals, dumping of rubbish, 
dieback disease and weeds, reducing associated habitat degradation and enabling natural regeneration 
and supporting restoration activities.

Targeted TECS which we are actively working to deliver recovery plans:
• Banksia Woodlands of the Swan Coastal Plain ecological community
• Clay Pans of the Swan Coastal Plain
• Shrublands and Woodlands of the eastern Swan Coastal Plain
• Shrublands and Woodlands on Perth to Gingin ironstone (Perth to Gingin ironstone association) of 

the Swan Coastal Plain
• Shrublands and Woodlands on Muchea Limestone of the Swan Coastal Plain
• Corymbia calophylla - Kingia australis woodlands on heavy soils of the Swan Coastal Plain
• Subtropical and Temperate Coastal Saltmarsh
• Community of Tumulus (organic mound) springs of the Swan Coastal Plain

The project has delivered revegetation as planned and seed collection of provenance species for 
future restoration. The project has raised awareness of Threatened Ecological Community values and 
management in our region through published communications
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Environment Program 
Threatened Species 
Supported by Perth NRM, through funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program.

Perth NRM continues to work with our delivery partners to improve the habitat and trajectory of five 
priority species across 2249ha in our region, including projects at two wildlife sanctuaries, one national 
park and strategic remnants of Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo habitat. The total value of these delivery 
agreements is $458,583.37 (ex gst). 

Referencing National Recovery Plans,our partners continue to collect information and working to 
deliver recovery actions for the five priority threatened species targeted:

• Black-flanked Rock-wallaby Petrogale lateralis lateralis (Moororong)
• Brush-tailed Bettong Bettongia penicillata (Woylie)
• Western Quoll Dasyurus geoffroii (Chuditch)
• Western Ringtail Possum Pseudocheirus occidentalis (Ngwayir, Womp, Woder, Ngoor, 

Ngoolangit)
• Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo Calyptorhynchus latirostris (Ngoolark)

Perth NRM has maintained partnerships and continued delivery with the Ellen-Brockman Integrated 
Catchment Group and the Australian Wildlife Conservancy. A new partnership with the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions has been established following the managed removal from 
the project of the World Wide Fund for Nature. 

Together with our project partners we delivered project outputs as planned until the effects of the 
COVID -19 pandemic began to impact delivery, with border closures affecting contractors and social 
distancing requirements suspending volunteer engagement in other locations.

ReWild Perth 
Developed in partnership with Birdlife Australia

ReWild Perth, first proposed in 2017, is a Perth NRM initiated 
behaviour-change project to encourage the creation of 
geographically appropriate, biodiverse habitats in private gardens 
that support native birds, animals and pollinators.

Over 2019/20, Perth NRM has worked with developer Clever 
Starfish to create an online resource specifically designed to engage 
householders in the ‘rewilding’ of private residences on their own 
terms. More than 200 participants have pre-registered their interest.

A large, regionally specific database of flora and fauna will make 
very clear links between our gardens and the type of wildlife we can 
attract, support and sustain.

As our State’s most urban NRM organisation, we must seek new 
models of engagement and overcome the common misconception 
that the environment only exists in undeveloped areas, or that we are 
necessarily separate from the rest of our ecosystem.
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Environment Program 
Coastal + Marine Program 

The Coastal + Marine program is one of Perth NRM’s 
most visible programs, operating with a very large 
group of stakeholders across the region’s coastline, 
including regular activities and partnerships with  local 
governments including the City of Cockburn, City of 
Fremantle, City of Joondalup, City of Rockingham, 
City of Stirling, City of Wanneroo, Town of 
Cambridge and C+M (South) hosting partner, City of 
Kwinana.

The Coastal + Marine Program Managers are highly 
involved in their communities, providing links between 
corporate volunteers and community groups or 
engaging corporate sponsors for specific activities.

LEVERAGING FOR COMMUNITY

Importantly, the Coastal + Marine program has not 
received core funding from either Federal or State 
Government since 2017/18, and is currently supported 
by a mixture of Perth NRM reserves, local government 
support, project-specific funding and corporate 
engagement. 

Perth NRM’s commitment to the program is based on 
the value we bring to the coastal community, even if that 
value is largely external.

For example, in 2019/20, the Coastal + Marine team 
received a $26,235 Coastwest grant to continue its 
Community Capacity Building program. 

Additionally, Perth NRM took a lead partner role for the Bennion Beach Integrated Foreshore 
Restoration project with the City of Stirling and the Stirling Natural Environment Coastcare group, 
securing $40,665 in Coastwest funding. 

In the same period, Perth NRM has provided support to five other community-led grant applications 
to Coastwest worth a further $70,428. This brings the total value of Coastwest grant funding to our 
region to $137,328, a value-add of more than 5:1 to community.

2,693 
Volunteer Engagements

388 kgs
Debris Collected

5,377 
Volunteer Hours

429 bags
Weeds Removed

1,501 
New Participants

18,291
Seedlings Planted

Coastal + Marine 
2019/20 
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Perth Region NRM Inc. 
Independent auditor’s report to members 
Report on the Audit of the Financial Statements 

Opinion 
We have audited the financial report of Perth Region NRM Inc. (the Association), which 
comprises the statement of financial position as at 30 June 2020, the income statement, 
statement of changes in equity and cash flow statement for the year then ended, and 
notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies, 
and the officers’ assertion statement. 
 
In our opinion the financial report of Perth Region NRM Inc. has been prepared in 
accordance with Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 

2012, including: 
a) giving a true and fair view of the Association’s financial position as at 30 June 2020 

and of its financial performance for the year then ended; and 
b) complying with Australian Accounting Standards to the extent described in Note 1, and 

Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Regulation 

2013. 
 
Basis for Opinion  
We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Our 
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s 
Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Report section of our report. We are 
independent of the Association in accordance with the auditor independence requirements 
of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012 (ACNC Act) and the 
ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional and Ethical Standards Board’s APES 

110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (the Code) that are relevant to our audit 
of the financial report in Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in 
accordance with the Code.  
 
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to 
provide a basis for our opinion. 
 
Emphasis of Matter – Basis of Accounting 
We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the basis of 
accounting.  The financial report has been prepared for the purpose of fulfilling the 
Association’s financial reporting responsibilities under the ACNC Act. As a result, the 
financial report may not be suitable for another purpose. Our opinion is not modified in 
respect of this matter. 



 

 

Independent auditor’s report to members (cont.) 
Other Information 
The directors are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises 
the information included in the Director’s report for the year ended 30 June 2020, but does 
not include the financial report and our auditor’s report thereon. 

Our opinion on the financial report does not cover the other information and accordingly 
we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the financial report, our responsibility is to read the other 
information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially 
inconsistent with the financial report or our knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise 
appears to be materially misstated. 

If, based on the work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material 
misstatement of this other information, we are required to report that fact. We have nothing 
to report in this regard. 

Responsibilities of the Directors for the Financial Report  
The directors of the Association are responsible for the preparation of the financial report 
that gives a true and fair view and have determined that the basis of preparation described 
in Note 1 to the financial report is appropriate to meet the requirements of the ACNC Act 
and the needs of the members. The directors responsibility also includes such internal 
control as the directors determine is necessary to enable the preparation of the financial 
report that gives a true and fair view and is free from material misstatement, whether due 
to fraud or error.  
 
In preparing the financial report, the directors are responsible for assessing the 
Association’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters 
related to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the 
directors either intend to liquidate the Association or to cease operations, or has no 
realistic alternative but to do so. 
 
The Directors are responsible for overseeing the Association’s financial reporting process. 
 
Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements 
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a 
whole is free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an 
auditor’s report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of 
assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with the 
Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. 
Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or 
in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions 
of users taken on the basis of this financial report. 



 

 

Independent auditor’s report to members (cont.) 
A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of these financial statements is 
located at the Auditing and Assurance Standards Board website at: 
https://www.auasb.gov.au/auditors_responsibilities/ar4.pdf 

 
This description forms part of our independent auditor’s report. 
 
 
 
 
William Buck Audit (WA) Pty Ltd 
ABN 67 125 012 124 
 
 
 
Conley Manifis 
Director 
 
Dated this day, the 26th of October 2020 
  

https://www.auasb.gov.au/auditors_responsibilities/ar4.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 








































